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Director of Operations Laura Ross-Perry working in the Expo Office in 
Kumasi with SHS students from nearby AMASS Senior High School 

It's a hot Friday afternoon and students from the local senior high school are milling around the Expo 
Tutoring Center. Some have come in for college advising and application assistance, a few are inter-
ested in registering for the SAT course and want to schedule when to write their first mocks, and two 
more have only heard about Expo from their friends and tagged along, interested to see what it's all 
about. Rashida and Latifa, two former SAT students, sit across the table from me, holding hands, 
anxiously waiting to receive their scores on the official SAT exam. As I look around the room, it 
strikes me that this is precisely why I have come to Kumasi to work with Exponential Education - to 
help empower motivated, bright, dedicated students to take the future into their own hands, and do 
what I can to catch the children who fall through the cracks of a broken education system. 
 
This term ends at the end of July 2014 and the SAT and college advising course is just one of three 
main programs Exponential Education ran in the city of Kumasi and the surrounding villages. We 
are excited not only to have launched three new 5-month long classes to assist students who wish to 
study abroad in the USA, UK, or Canada, but are continuing our work with past SAT students as 
they begin the process of registering for the official SAT exam, researching and applying for univer-
sities, and planning out their future studies. Apart from the SAT program, we welcomed three new 
Program Associates to the team who ran four afterschool tutoring programs with tutors from Asan-
teman SHS, OKESS SHS, Kenyasi SDA SHS, and Wesley Girls SHS. Almost 120 junior high 
school students benefited from these programs, improving their math and English skills and enjoying 
time with their SHS tutors! 
 
Finally, we are incredibly proud to announce a brand new Exponential Education program on the 
rise: the Girls Leadership Program. This term we began in two village junior high schools, Antoa 
JHS and Ahodwo JHS, with the aim to inspire, empower, and motivate young women to lead and 
make changes in their own lives and their communities. The summer term was filled with new faces, 
new places, new partnerships and collaborations, and there is much more on the horizon. I personally 
cannot wait to see where the next few months will take us, and how Exponential Education's amaz-
ing team and the Gha-
naian community will 
work together to pro-
vide educational op-
portunities to these 
children - some finan-
cially needy, some 
academically strug-
gling, and all ex-
tremely deserving. 
 
Medaasi Paa! 
 
Laura Ross-Perry, 
Director of Opera-
tions 
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Asanteman SHS—State Boys & Girls JHS Program Spotlight 

Hello everyone! I’m Emma and I run an Expo program with 
fifteen Form 2 students from State Girls JHS and 15 from 
State Boys JHS. My five SHS tutors attend Asanteman Sen-
ior High School, and they are smart, articulate, responsible, 
and fun! We meet for an hour and a half twice a week, on 
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, at State Girls. It’s been 
pretty fun for the students from the all-girls and all-boys Jun-
ior High Schools to mix it up a little and get to know each 
other while also learning a lot. I asked some of my JHS stu-
dents and a couple of my SHS tutors to share their thoughts 
about the program.   

- Expo Program Associate Emma Fesperman 

Expo Program Associate Emma Fesperman with her 
JHS Kiddos 

“My tutor’s 
name is Abigail. 

I like her be-
cause I like the 
way she takes 
her time and 
teaches us. I 

enjoy the way 
she teaches, she 
made me like 
the program 
very much. I 

like the program 
because it 

makes me study 
very hard!” - 

Rose, Expo JHS 
Participant, 

State Girls JHS 

“I like my tutor Kwaku because I un-
derstand his teaching very well and 
he helps me to solve problems that I 
cannot solve.” - Kwadwo David, Ex-
po JHS Participant, State Boys JHS 

“Philip is our tutor. We like him be-
cause he teaches well even though he 
is shy. We also like him because he 
likes to do exercises that help us.” Va-
silia & Amanda, Expo JHS Partici-
pants, State Girls JHS 

“The name of my 
tutor is Sister Abi-
gail. I like her and 
the program a lot 
because when she 
teaches I under-
stand very well.” - 
Mohammed, Expo 
JHS Participant, 
State Boys JHS 

Asanteman SHS Tutor Philip with his JHS group 

State Boys JHS Expo Participants 
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 “The program helped me to acquire some 
teaching skills and gave me the boldness to 
stand before a class to teach them. It helped me 
to understand the nature of the students who 
are preparing to write the BECE examination. 
They are always eager to learn anything you 
teach them but after all the talking and making 
sure that they understand, some will always 
find it difficult to understand.” - Kwaku, Expo 
SHS tutor, Asanteman SHS Form 2 

“Taking part in the program helped us to 
stand in front of an audience to speak out 
our ideas. It also helped us in our calculation 
without a calculator and to improve our vo-
cabulary. It was very fun getting to interact 
with the students and helping them with 
their individual problems in academics. 
Though they were stubborn at times we 
were able to learn how to control them!” - 
Angela & Abigail, Expo SHS Tutors, Asan-
teman SHS Form 2 

Expo Program Associate Emma Fesperman with her Asanteman 
SHS Tutors 
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Introducing Our Newest Initiative—The Girls Leadership Program 

The newly developed Girls 
Leadership Program aims 
to empower young girls to 
be leaders within their com-
munity. Our Ahodwo Girls 
Leadership Program is cur-
rently operated by Expo 
Program Associate, Emma, 
and Ghanaian Program As-
sistant, Lydia. The Antoa 
Girls Leadership Program 
is operated by Expo Pro-
gram Associate, Rachel, 
and Ghanaian Program Assistant, Zita.  
Both Assistants were born and raised in Kumasi, and provide us with valuable insight into the life of 
a Ghanaian woman. 
 
One goal of the program is to provide a safe space where preteen and teenage girls can discuss a 
range of issues that affect young women in Ghana. These topics range from confidence and self-
esteem to women's rights and sexual harassment. The purpose of these discussions is to provide a 
place where girls' voices can be heard, even when it comes to life's difficult issues. 
Beyond discussion, the ultimate goal of the program is to empower girls to utilize their own leader-
ship skills by working together to solve community problems. In the upcoming term, the girls at 
each school will decide upon a particular problem, come up with a solution, and make that solution 
a reality!  
 
So far, the girls have identified several problems they'd like to address, such as a lack of street 
lights, school drop-out rates, and broken toilets. They have also discussed effects of these problems, 
which range from unsafe streets to teenage pregnancy, drug use, and rampant illness. Next term, the 
girls at each school will select one of these problems and work together to improve the situa-
tion. Whatever they decide, we hope the girls will learn that they have the power to make a differ-
ence in their community. Stay tuned - we look forward to sharing their progress! – Expo Graduate 
Intern Carinne Deeds, LBJ School of Public Affairs 

Expo Program Associate Rachel with her JHS Girls from 
the Antoa Girls Leadership Program 

The Ahodwo Girls Leadership Program In Action! 

JHS Girls from the Antoa Girls Leadership Program at the Expo 
House in Antoa 
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Monitoring & Evaluation 

Over the past school term, Exponential Education has been busy conducting a program evaluation of the 
after-school tutoring program. The Monitoring and Evaluation project aims to measure the after-school 
program's successes. Moreover, it will help the organization identify areas for improvement. Two LBJ 
School of Public Affairs masters students have been hard at work on this project throughout the sum-
mer. 

The evaluation includes identifying two categories of schools; those to receive the tutoring program this 
term and those that will act as a comparison and receive the program next term. First the LBJ interns 
surveyed and tested all the JHS and SHS students in math and English skills before tutoring began. Af-
ter eight weeks of the tutoring program, the initial testing was followed by interviews and focus groups 
to hear more in-depth how the program impacted students, parents, and teachers. Finally, a last round of 
surveys and tests were administered to see what difference was achieved from the initial tests. These 
surveys will also be compared to the schools who haven’t yet received the program. In this way we will 
be able to measure the effects Exponential Education makes on the educational outcomes of Kumasi 
students involved in the after-school program. 

At this very moment, the final round of sur-

veys are being given to the students. Stay 

tuned for the final results! – Expo Gradate 

Intern Tanlyn Roelofs, LBJ School of Public 

Affairs 

LBJ  Intern Carinne Deeds leads a focus group with Expo SHS tutors from Kenyasi SHS & OKESS SHS as part of the M&E study 

Students at Bonwire JHS in the Kwabre-East District of the Ashanti Region complete a 
final survey and skills test 


